WHAT   FRANCE   IS   THINKING

farm premises, but they cannot get cement, plaster, lime,
or other materials for maintenance purposes.

During requisitions, the payment made for horses is in
the neighbourhood of 3,000-4,000 francs, but to obtain
another animal in replacement 40,000-50,000 francs must
be paid.

What is the peasant to work with?

Is France moving towards a peasants' revolt, like that
of the Chouans during the French Revolution?

What about arms?

They exist. Where they may be found is known.
Russian victories, bringing about a break-up of the
German Army, will provide them.

Finally, there is the question of prisoners of war.
Almost a million of them makes a big problem. They
will not be pro-Petain. They have been used to bring
pressure on Vichy, and it is certain that Hitler will not
release them except by dribs and drabs.

However, it is predictable that even before an allied
victory the demoralisation of the German people will
make possible more and more frequent individual and
group escapes, ending in an "every man for himself"
stampede, as in 1918. This flood of young men who have
known both suffering and betrayal, will bring about a
ferment in France of which the consequences cannot be
foretold.

They will return with the halo of martyrs, and with
vengeance in their hearts. They will not take long to see
through Vichy's game. They will be against the Marshal
who has not been able, or known how, to free them.

I cannot see what the Chief of State will be able to do
with them after having spoken of the "poor prisoners"
with so much simulated pity and anxiety.